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person rises from the watery grave to walk a new life with Christ and his church.

Frankly, some people will agree to give their lives to Christ but fail to make a
commitment to the church of our Lord. Somehow they have mistakenly concluded that
they can be committed to Christ but not his church. It is like they have kept their hand
out of the waters of baptism. God’s word frankly teaches that when we are baptized
into Christ we are added to the church (Acts 2:47). And the book of Acts states quite
frankly that they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the
breaking of bread, and in prayers (Acts 2:41-42). Let us be frank, God wants us ALL
in his faithful service! The salvation of our souls and those around us depends upon

it! How “FRANK” are you about it?
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It’s God’s Plan for Man

Believe: Hebrews 11:6, Mark 16:16, Acts 8:36-37, Acts 16:31

Be Baptized: Acts 2:38, 1 Peter 3:21, Galatians
3:26-29, Acts 8:36-38,
Acts 22:16, Romans 6:3-4

Repent: Matthew 4:17, Acts 2:38, Acts 17:30

Confess: Romans 10:9-10, Acts 8:37

Live Faithfully: Romans 6:4, Matthew 7:21,
Matthew 28:20
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FRANKLY SPEAKING

Ralph Grant, in his book Letters to the Seven Churches, tells
the story of the Franks during the Dark Ages. The Franks
were a Germanic-speaking people who invaded the western
Roman Empire in the 5th century. Dominating present-day
northern France, Belgium, and western Germany, the Franks
established what has been described as the most powerful
kingdom of early medieval western Europe. The name France
(Francia) is derived from their name, Franks. Historians tell
that when the gospel came to Northern

Europe, large numbers of these Franks

were being baptized. History reveals

these people had been violent warriors

for generations, so teaching them the

ways of peace was frankly difficult. They

were not sure they wanted to give up

their savage fighting, so they went into

the waters of baptism holding their battle

-axes up out of the water. They would say, “This hand has
never been baptized!” The Franks were willing to make a
commitment to Christ in some things, but would not give up
their savage fighting. Of course, there’s no such thing as
baptizing “everything but the hand.”

This story clearly indicates that Franks had a failure to
understand the true meaning of repentance. They were
willing to change only a part of their lives and not all of it.
God doesn't want just some parts of us; He wants all of us.
Repentance involves a complete change of will that says
because I sincerely believe that God is and that Jesus is
Lord, I am willing to give him my all without reservation.
Isn't it interesting that baptism into Christ is an immersion of
the entire person in water, not just part of us! Baptism is a
reflection of total commitment to God. When a person is
baptized into Christ for the remission of sins, it should be
easy to sing the song, “All to Jesus I surrender, all to him I
freely give!” Romans 6 and verse 4 says, "Therefore we were
buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father,
even so we also should walk in newness of life.” The whole
person is buried and raised with Christ, the whole person has

all his sins forgiven, and the whole Continued on p. 4
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